
COURSE CONTENT 
 

Course Code DD9010 

Course Title Maritime Silk Roads: Heritage and Media  

Pre-requisites NIL 

No of AUs 3 

Contact Hours 39 hours  

    

Course Aims 

 

In this course, you will adopt a multicultural approach to heritage and media in contemporary and 

future global societies to discuss the maritime silk roads "as a metaphor for the on-going flow of 

[goods,] ideas and knowledge in Afro-Eurasia, which in turn contribute to the reconfiguration of 

global economic and diplomatic relationships" (van der Ploeg, J. - G. A. Persoon & H. Liu, p. 6). This 

course will challenge the monocultural bias of common perceptions and expand your awareness 

towards a multicultural perspective. This broader knowledge will provide a valuable contribution to 

other studies of the Afro-Eurasia context. 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO) 

 

By the end of the course, you should be able to: 

 

1. Apply appropriate research methods to discuss monoculturalism, multiculturalism, and 

transculturalism as different approaches to the heritage of the maritime silk roads. 

2. Describe the heritage of the maritime silk roads. 

3. Evaluate and reflect on how media products address and interpret the heritage of the 

maritime silk roads.   

4. Present and discuss how public and private institutions use media to preserve, interpret and 

communicate the heritage of the maritime silk roads. 

5. Contribute to critique and class discussion on a range of aspects of the maritime silk roads. 

 

Course Content 

 
In this course you will explore an interdisciplinary introduction to heritage and media related to the 
maritime silk roads with a focus on pre-modern medieval Afro-Eurasia. This special geographical and 
chronological focus shows the world before the modern European expansionism in the Oceans. 
Crossing regions and continents in theory and practice, an online field work component will use the 
facilities and tools of the interactive system Engineering Historical Memory to review media and 
institutions that contribute to the discourse on the maritime silk roads. 
 
World Maps and Travel Accounts 
The course surveys the cartography of Afro-Eurasia (art, science, and ideology) and travel accounts in 
Western and Asian traditions (1100-1500 CE), with focus on the so-called maritime silk roads. The 
course introduces a series of geographical mind sets, which still pervade the contemporary 21st 
century global system of world ontologies, essentially based on both ancient Greek kósmos, Christian 
mundus, and Muslim  اإلسالم دار (Dar-al-Islam). Using the maritime silk roads as a showcase, the course 
examines the geographical, cultural, socio-political, and economic contexts, through which the 
art/science of cartography and the travel accounts served both the need of thinking about the world, 
describing geographic factors, aggregating and navigating ethnographical knowledge, imaging 
geopolitical realities, and supporting expansionistic strategies. As a methodological leitmotif the in-
class investigation of case studies includes the discussion/interpretation of representations and 



models of maritime silk roads. 
 
Media and Institutions 
In class sessions, you will be guided in the review and critique of media products and institutions 
related to the maritime silk roads in contemporary Afro-Eurasia. 
 

Assessment (includes both continuous and summative assessment) 
 
Brief Reports 
The students are expected to share and discuss brief reports (in the form of max. 5 slides per report) 
on the readings of five selected classes (1, 2, 4, 5, 6). In this exercise the students are required to 1) 
clearly identify and describe the contribution that the reading gives to the advancement of 
knowledge, and 2) judge the work of the author(s) of the reading on the basis of an evaluation of the 
factual evidence used to support statements and arguments. The instructor will assess the use of 
content-specific language and the compliance with the “Five Ws and How” as basic analytical writing 
abilities. This exercise provides valuable writing experience and the opportunity to receive instructor 
feedback on their writing before the completion of the research paper. These summaries provide 
feedback to the faculty to improve instruction for student learning and understanding of the topic.  
 
Research Paper 
During the semester students are asked to design and develop a research project on representations 
of maritime networks and write a research paper about the results of the research. They will practice 
the basics of writing and learn how to describe and critique representations of the world (e.g., maps 
and globes), geography-based knowledge navigators/aggregators (e.g., Bing and Google), and other 
related topics, moving from theory to practice according to their majors. In developing the research 
the student must use at least one peer-reviewed journal article and a scholarly book chapter. 
The research will be monitored and weekly evaluated throughout its development and receive 
feedback as follows 

1. class 1: in-class brainstorming of envisaged research topics 
2. class 2: in-class presentation and discussion of envisaged research topics 
3. class 6: deadline for submission of title and abstract 
4. at least one week before the in-class presentation of the research: submission of the 

penultimate research paper abstract, with hand-out, and power point files (Chicago 
Style Sheet) for its presentation 

5. by one week after the in-class presentation the submission of the research paper 
that incorporates changes from in-class feedback. 

The short paper: no more than 3,000 words (including an abstract of max. 150 words and a 100-word 
bio of the author written in Cambria or Times New Roman fonts; using Chicago Style Sheet), on 
subjects relevant to this course, and to present it in class individually or in group as a lecture (with 
hand-out and power point), or video, or performance, etc. Paper topics must be discussed with and 
approved by the instructor. 
The instructor will assess the use of content-specific language and the compliance with the 
Aristotelian “Five Ws and How” as basic analytical writing abilities. Clarity of prose and correct 
grammar are of essence (they are the first step to own the language towards conveying the 
significance into the final work). 
 
Research Project Presentation 
Students give an in-class presentation of their research project as a 20-minute mini-lecture, followed 
by discussion and feedback. By sharing their work, students will offer constructive criticism and learn 
not only from the teacher but also from each other. A clear and effective presentation usually 
consists of the following parts:  

– Research Prospectus: framing a problem and designing a viable approach 



– Materials: based on background readings, videos, music, paintings, and maps on prospectus 
topic),  

– Presentation: elaboration, possibly providing new crossing evidence or a new 
interpretation),  

– Conclusions: briefly summarize the solution to the prospected problem as demonstrated by 
the arguments made in the project). 

The instructor will assess how the student's project presentation will evidence the improvement of 
communication skills (including critical thinking, writing abilities in the slides, and confident verbal 
articulation of ideas) and the capability to retrieve, organize, and use the results of research to 
understand how to use cartography and representations of the world as a laboratory to develop and 
test methods and tools that may help us understand the dynamics of intercontinental networks 
among maritime cities and that may shed light on the past, present, and future role of cities like 
Singapore in a global context. 
 
Participation in Class Discussion 
All students are expected to be active participants in positive discussion. The instructor will assess 
the capability of the student to interact with the class in terms of comments on the other students’ 
presentations (weekly readings and final paper) and the instructor’s talks. 
 

 

Component ILOs 
Tested 

Programme LO  Weighting Team/ 
Individual 

Continuous 
Assessment: 
Five Brief Reports: 
Weeks 1,2,4,5,6 

Comprehension 
15% 
Clarity 15% 

1,2,4 N.A 30% Individual 

Research Project: 
Research, 
development and 
in-class 
presentation 

1,3,4 N.A 20% Individual 

Research Paper  
Original 
research15% 
Presentation of 
argument 15% 

1,2,3,4 N.A 30% Individual 

Participation in in-
class discussion 

5 N.A 20% Individual 

Total 100%  
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Course Policies and Student Responsibilities 

 

(1) General 

 

You are expected to complete all assigned readings, activities, assignments, attend all classes 

punctually and complete all scheduled assignments by due dates. You are expected to take 

responsibility to follow up with assignments and course related announcements. You are expected to 

participate in all project critiques, class discussions and activities.  

 

(2) Punctuality 

 

You are expected to be punctual for all classes. If you are more than 30 minutes late, you will be 

deemed as absent and will not be able to sign on the attendance register.  

 



(3) Absenteeism 

 

In-class activities make up a significant portion of your course grade. Absence from class without a 

valid reason will affect your participation grade. Valid reasons include falling sick supported by a 

medical certificate and participation in NTU’s approved activities supported by an excuse letter from 

the relevant bodies. There will be no make-up opportunities for in-class activities.  

 

Academic Integrity 

 

Good academic work depends on honesty and ethical behaviour.  The quality of your work as a 

student relies on adhering to the principles of academic integrity and to the NTU Honour Code, a set 

of values shared by the whole university community. Truth, Trust and Justice are at the core of NTU’s 

shared values. 

 

As a student, it is important that you recognize your responsibilities in understanding and applying 

the principles of academic integrity in all the work you do at NTU. Not knowing what is involved in 

maintaining academic integrity does not excuse academic dishonesty.  You need to actively equip 

yourself with strategies to avoid all forms of academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, academic 

fraud, collusion and cheating. If you are uncertain of the definitions of any of these terms, you 

should go to the academic integrity website for more information. Consult your instructor(s) if you 

need any clarification about the requirements of academic integrity in the course. 

 

Planned Weekly Schedule* 
 
*Subject to adjustment by instructor according to the teaching situation, students’ progress, public 
holidays, and unforeseeable circumstances. A revised schedule will be issued to students at the start of 
the semester. 
 

Week Topic Course 
LO 

Readings/ Activities 

1 Introduction to 
the Course 

1,2 Introduction to the Course 

– Reading (to be used for Assignment 1): The 
syllabus of this course. 

– Brief Report 1 (to be prepared before class): 5 
slides on your expectations for this course. Three 
to five students will present as a kick-off for in-
class discussion. 

– In-class workshop 1: question-driven discussion on 
the expectations. 

http://www.ntu.edu.sg/ai/Pages/academic-integrity-policy.aspx


2  
 

First unit of 
classes: Setting 
the Stage  

1,2,3,4,5 Dancing over Ideas of the Silk Road 
(from Ferdinand von Richthofen to today) 

– Readings (required before class and to be 
discussed in class): from Waugh 2007 to Ploeg-
Persoon-Liu 2011, 4-6 and 
http://thediplomat.com/2014/05/chinas-new-
silk-road-vision-revealed/ (via Hecht 2003 and 
Kwa 2012). 

– In-class Brief Report 2: reading’s report of Waugh 
2007 (5-10 slides using the Seven Aristotelian 
Circumstances). Three to five students will be 
selected to present the slides as an in-class 
discussion framework. 

– In-class workshop 2: question-driven discussion 
on the readings. 

– In-class workshop 3: brainstorming to plan 
student projects. 

3  
 

Museum Visit 1,2,3,5 Museum Visit (Virtual if required) 
- Workshop 4: guided discussion. 

4 Asia in Western 
Cartography 

1,2,3,4,5 Asia in Western Cartography (13th-16th centuries) 

– The western representations of the world from 
Marco Polo to Niccolò de' Conti (Trade, Religion 
and Cartography). 

– Readings (required before class and to be 
discussed in class): Allsen 2001; Breazeale 
2004, 100-102. 

– Brief Report 3 (to be shared in class): reading’s 
report of Allsen 2001 (5-10 slides using the 
Seven Aristotelian Circumstances). Three to five 
students will present the slides as an in-class 
discussion framework. 

– In-class workshop 5: question-driven discussion 
on the readings. 

– DEADLINE: title and abstract submission of the 
individual/group projects  

5-6 
 
 

Maps as 
Knowledge 
Aggregators 

1,2,3,5 Maps as Knowledge Aggregators: from Renaissance Italy 
Fra Mauro to Web Search Engines 

– Reading (required before class and to be 
discussed in class): Nanetti et al. 2015 

– Brief Report 4 (to be shared in class): reading’s 
report (5-10 slides using the Seven Aristotelian 
Circumstances). Three to five students will be 
present the slides as an in-class discussion 
framework. 

– In-class workshop 6: question-driven discussion 
on the readings. 



 
 

The Maritime 
Silk Road into 
the Digital 
 

1,2,3,4,5 The Maritime Silk Road into the Digital 
http://www.engineeringhistoricalmemory.com 

– Reading (required before class and to be 
discussed in class): Nanetti-Benvenuti 2019. 

– Brief Report 5 (to be shared in class): reading’s 
report of Nanetti-Benvenuti 2019 (5-10 slides 
using the Seven Aristotelian Circumstances). 
Three to five students will present the slides as 
an in-class discussion framework. 

– In-class workshop 7: question-driven discussion 
on the readings. 

7 Second Unit of 
classes: From 
Theory into 
Practice 

4,5 Student Research Project 
In-class workshop 8: first presentation and discussion of 
the student research projects (title and abstract) with 
peer review exercise. 

8 Maritime 
Museums and 
other “Silk 
Road” 
Museums 

1,2,3,4,5 Maritime Museums and other “Silk Road” Museums in 
Afro-Eurasian Port-Cities 

– Workshop 9: Identification, Classification, and 
Curation of Online Reviews of museums relevant 
to the Maritime Silk Roads discourse. 

9- 10 Feature Films 
and 
Documentary 
Films 

1,2,3,4,5 Feature Films and Documentary Films relevant to the 
discourse of the “Maritime Silk Roads” connecting Afro-
Eurasian Port-Cities 

– Workshop 10: Identification, Classification, and 
Curation of Online Reviews of films relevant to 
the Maritime Silk Roads discourse. 

11-13 Students' Final 
Presentations 

4,5 Students' Final Presentations of Research Project 
(Students will submit the Research Paper to the 
instructor by email in Wek 14)  

 
 

 
 
 

 


